Summer Reading for Incoming Ninth Graders
Response Essay (50 points)
Group Presentation (50 points)
Step 1: Choose and obtain one book from the list below to read over the summer before your junior
year.
Step 2: Read your chosen book and write a response essay to the book of at least 2-3 pages (anything
less than 2 FULL pages will lose points). Your response should discuss your thoughts, responses, and
reactions to your chosen book considering its themes, characters, plot elements, etc. The point here is
to document YOUR responses to a given piece of literature. What makes you like or dislike a book? What
grabs your attention?
The response essay should follow MLA guidelines for formatting (double spaced, 12-point Times New
Roman font, 1” margins, with proper heading information, and page numbers with last name on top
right). Improperly formatted papers will also lose points.
Response essays are due the first day of class.
Step 3: During the first week of classes you will work together with others who read the same book to
create and deliver a presentation that will educate and interest the rest of the class in the book’s
content, literary merits, and author.

Children of Blood and Bone
By Tomi Adeyemi
Zélie Adebola remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. Burners ignited
flames, Tiders beckoned waves, and Zélie’s Reaper mother summoned forth souls.But
everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a ruthless king,
maji were killed, leaving Zélie without a mother and her people without hope. Now Zélie
has one chance to bring back magic and strike against the monarchy. With the help of a
rogue princess, Zélie must outwit and outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent on
eradicating magic for good. Danger lurks in Orïsha, where snow leoponaires prowl and vengeful spirits
wait in the waters. Yet the greatest danger may be Zélie herself as she struggles to control her powers
and her growing feelings for an enemy.

Salt to the Sea
By Ruta Sepetys
World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees are on a
desperate trek toward freedom, many with something to hide. Among them are Joana,
Emilia, and Florian, whose paths converge en route to the ship that promises salvation,
the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced by circumstance to unite, the three find their strength,
courage, and trust in each other tested with each step closer to safety.
Just when it seems freedom is within their grasp, tragedy strikes. Not country, nor
culture, nor status matter as all ten thousand people—adults and children alike—
aboard must fight for the same thing: survival.
Told in alternating points of view and perfect for fans of Anthony Doerr's Pulitzer Prize-winning All the
Light We Cannot See, Erik Larson's Dead Wake, and Elizabeth Wein's Printz Honor Book Code Name
Verity, this masterful work of historical fiction is inspired by the real-life tragedy that was the sinking of
the Wilhelm Gustloff—the greatest maritime disaster in history. As she did in Between Shades of Gray,
Ruta Sepetys unearths a shockingly little-known casualty of a gruesome war, and proves that humanity
and love can prevail, even in the darkest of hours.

Annie John
By Jamaica Kincaid
Annie John, the headstrong, brilliant heroine of Jamaica Kincaid's bestseller, is a child
of Antigua but an adolescent of the whole world. Her passage into young adulthood
the tumultuous love of her mother and their gradual separation is a story that will
speak to listeners of all ages. Internationally acclaimed author Jamaica Kincaid has
written a true contemporary classic, this generation's Catcher in the Rye.

The Hate U Give
Angie Thomas
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where
she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between
these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best
friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his
death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and
a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the
local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is:
what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what
Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life.

The Alchemist
Paulo Coelho
Combing magic, mysticism, wisdom and wonder, The Alchemist has become a modern
classic, selling millions of copies around the world and transforming the lives of
countless readers across generations. Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical
story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a
worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more
satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential
wisdom of listening to our hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to read the
omens strewn along life's path, and, most importantly, to follow our dreams.

The Giver
Lois Lowry
The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential
novels of our time. The haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a
seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is given
his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the dark,
complex secrets behind his fragile community. Lois Lowry has written three companion
novels to The Giver, including Gathering Blue, Messenger, and Son.

A Night in the Lonesome October
Roger Zelazny
Loyally accompanying a mysterious knife-wielding gentleman named Jack on his
midnight rounds through the murky streets of London, good dog Snuff is busy helping
his master collect the grisly ingredients needed for an unearthly rite that will take place
not long after the death of the moon. But Snuff and his master are not alone. All
manner of participants, both human and not, are gathering with their ancient tools and
their animal familiars in preparation for the dread night. It is brave, devoted Snuff who
must calculate the patterns of the Game and keep track of the Players—the witch, the
mad monk, the vengeful vicar, the Count who sleeps by day, the Good Doctor and the hulking
Experiment Man he fashioned from human body parts, and a wild-card American named Larry Talbot—
all the while keeping Things at bay and staying a leap ahead of the Great Detective, who knows quite a
bit more than he lets on.

